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Chairos Corner

Time is moving fast, and here we are
already dealing with the next GSA Annual
Meeting! The meeting will take place in
Portland, OR, 18-21 October 2009. In this
issue, please find the list of exciting
sessions and symposia our division is
going to organize. Whereas there are
topical sessions and a Pardee Keynote
Symposium, you are of course free and
welcome to submit abstracts to the general
pool of contributions, too. The program
committee will place your abstract into a
most suitable discipline session.

We also now have a new division logo!
The winners of the logo contest are
Dominic Papineau, Jim Schiffbauer, Stuart
Birnbaum, and Nora Noffke. Both Dominic
and Jim will be awarded $75 for their
endeavors! Congratulations, and thank
you for your great suggestions!

The next issue of BioGeoChatter will be pub

Contributions from members are encouraged, and should be directed to
nnoffke@odu.edu

c.J.rowan@gmail.com or to Nora Noffke
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At the coming meeting in Portland, we
would like to honor members for their
special services to the geobiological and
geomicrobiological community by
awarding a commemorative plaque and
free honorary membership in the GBGM
Division.  Suggestions for honorary
members will be accepted until 30 May
2009 - just send me a name, along with a
rationale for why this person should
receive this status.

We are planning to award the best student
poster presented at the meeting in
Portland. So, students, please send me an
e-mail and let us know where and when
you are presenting your poster!!

We look forward to the activities of our
division at the 2009 Portland meeting.

Nora Noffke nnoffke@odu.edu

lished in the second half of 2009
the Editor
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GSA Dwvision  Chair Meeting , 3-5March 20 09, Broomfield, CO

This year , the GSA Division Chairs meetin g took place March 3 -5 in
Broomfield, close to Denver, Colorado. The main foci of the meeting were

the increase of participation of the divisions at the GSA section meetings, as
well as the current economic situation.

In order to achieve a higher presen ce of the GSA divisions at the GSA

section meetings, the divisions should be in lively contact with the program

committees of the individual sections. It would be nice, if field trips could be

organized to classical and famous outcrops located geographical ly ina

sections area, or if the divisions would offer a specific topical session tailored

for the iIinterests of the s eWediscussedshe meet i
possibility of setting in place an officer for each division, who would be

responsible for th e exchange of ideas with the GSA sections.

In order to represent our division, we would like to encourage everyone to
participate in GSA section meetings, and to suggest topical sessions related
to your research field. Make sure to contact the Section Cha ir to discuss
possible field trips or sessions early on. You find the GSA Section Chair
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contacts at  http://www.geosociety.org/sectDiv/ - click on the map on the
section youor e. Future sectice 8 eetohgs iara listed at
http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/

The economic crisis hits most institutions, one more than the other. Our
division is financially very stable with an increasing f und fueled by our
membership dues.

Nora Noffke
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The scenic Wit Mfolozi River Gorge in South Africa, displays unique and spectacularly preserved sedimentary
structures caused by microbial mats that colonized a sandy coastal area that are 3 billion years old. A com-
parison with modern microbial mats in a similar setting today suggests that the mat-constructing microbiota
may have been cyanobacteria — possibly the oldest known in Earth history (GSA Today, October, 2008).

In collaboration with the Society for Sedimentary Geology (SEPM), the Geological Society of America (GSA)
and as part of the Year of the Planet Earth (IYPE), the Geological Society of South Africa (GSSA) is establish-
ing the “Wit Mfolozi River Area” as a Geoheritage Site. This Geoheritage Site will serve visiting scientists, stu-
dents and the interested public in leaning more about the Archean world and Earth’s earliest life.

With the support of funds raised around the world, GSSA will set up the logistical and administrative infrastruc-
ture necessary to preserve and make this site available to all. This includes, for example, the construction of
secure access to the site, installment of signs explaining the details of biogenic sedimentary structures at dif-
ferent spots in the outcrop and also measures to protect the site from damaging flooding by the river.

For further information about the site contact Roger Price (Geosite Conservation Committee, GSSA —
rprice@geoscience.org.za), Nora Noffke (Old Dominion University and GSA Division of Geobiology and Geo-
microbiology — nnoffke@odu.edu) or Wesley Hill (GSA - whill@geosociety.org).

For donations to the fund for the site please contact Theresa Scott (SEPM - tscott@sepm.org).

Thank you very much,

Nora Noffke
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GSA Annual Meeting 1 Portland Technical Program 2009

Technical Sessions and Pardee Keynote Symposi um
sponsored and/or organized by the GBGM Division

Deadline Abstract submission August 2009

http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/

PardeeK eynote Synposium: Geobiology- The evolution of life and environment
from the Hadean to Today
Nora Noffke, Kurt Konhauser

This keynote symposium will discuss latest geobiological and astrobiological
research in order to highlight our discipline.

T17.Applications of Groundwater-Surface Water Interactions to Management and
Restoration of Streams
Stephen Van der Hoven, Eric Peterson

This session will explore applications of our understanding of groundwater
surface water interactions to the management and restocdtstreams. Topics
include interactions from hydrologic, biogeochemical, sedimentary, and ecological
perspectives.

T23.Geochemistry of Arsenic and Other Toxic Elements and Assessment of
Environmental Risks in Global Groundwater Systems

Prosun Bhattharya, Alan E. Fryar, Abhijit Mukherjee

Groundwater environments are contaminated by geogenic arsenic and other toxic
elements across the world. This interdisciplinary session serves as a platform for
scientific exchange leading to improved understamdinthe dynamics of arsenic

and other toxic elements.

T34.Toward Integrating Cave and Karst Science
John L. Wilson, Penelope Boston

Speleology is separated by discipline in spite of multifaceted scientific questions,
with little integration except ewerning exploration. This session will bring
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disciplines together to work toward integrated understanding of speleology at the
whole-system level.

T37.Microbial Mats, Biogeochemical Markers, and Microbial Evolution: The Co
Evolution of Early Earth and Microbial Life
Carrine E. Blank, Jack Farmer

This session focuses on paleontological and geochemical analysis of ancient
microbial environments (including Archean crustal environments), and on
evolutionary studies of microorganisms to promote a bettderstanding of the
geologic record of life on Earth.

T96. Volcanic Caves: Geological and Microbiological Terrestrial Analogs of
Potential Extraterrestrial Conditions
George Veni, Carlton C. Allen

Volcanic caves provide unique insights into the or@firolcanic terrains and

their extraterrestrial counterparts. Accurate interpretation is crucial as they are
considered for possible human habitation and as potential optimal environments
for microbial life.

T123.Diurnal Biogeochemical Processes in Rers, Lakes, and Shallow
Groundwater
Christopher Gammons, David Nimick

This interdisciplinary session will explore-24cycles in physical, biological and
chemical processes in the terrestrial hydrosphere. Examples include diurnal
changes in microbial dgmics and the concentration and speciation of trace
metals, nutrients, and stable isotopes.

T141.What does Biology have to do with it? Biota in Weathering, Nutrient Cycling,
Mineral Surface Interactions and Mineral Precipitation
Marjorie Schulz, Zsuzsaa BaloghBrunstad, C. Kent Keller

This session seeks submissions from all investigators of wateral/soit
microbe/plant interactions. Our goal is an increased understanding of biological
effects on various processes such as chemical weatheringnhagrcles and
mineral formation.
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! l I Excited about attending the GSAmeeting but not finding a
Topical Session for your abstract?

Did you know that instead of skipping out on the meeting this year you

can submit your abstract to the General Geob lology/Geomicrobiology
Discipline session? Your poster or talk will be grouped into a new

session with similar abstracts by the JTPC Geobiology representatives,
making GSA more lively and exciting for all.

Think you have a better idea for a Topical Sessi on for next year?
Pitch your session topic/idea or , even better , organize a Topical
Session yourself (it's easy!) Just ask Stuart Birnbaum

sbirnbaum@utsa.edu for assistance.

Carrine Blank
GBGM Division T NewL ogo

Our new logo has been created in a team effort.
Honored for their contributions for our new loge
Dominic Papineaulim Schiffbauer, Stuart Birnbaum,
and Nora Noffke.

TheGSA Northeastern and Southeastern sections will mgettly on 13-16 March 2010 in Baltimore,
MD, a few blocks from the Inner Harbor. The opportunityr a meeting devoted to the entire eastern
part of North America comesnly every few yearsOur LocalCommittee is well on its way with plans
for dynamic sessions, field trips, areksociatedsociety meetings.

Joint Meeting of the GSAortheastern and Southeastern Sectien

We solicit proposals for Theme Sessions or Symposia. We are particularly interested in ideas that link
the geology of the NE and SE sections, andttconnect the offshore and onshore geologic record of
eastern North America. However, we will entertain proposals in all geologic disciplines. Please send
session proposals to either of s the email addresses belovay 28 April 2009.

Joint NE/SE GSBaltimore 2010 Cdhairs:

Noel Potter, Dickinson Collegppttern@dickinson.edu

Chuck Bailey, College of William & Magmbail@wm.edu
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