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of Council 
Meeting

Meetings of the GSA Council

are open to Fellows, Members, and

Associates of the Society, who may

attend as observers, except during

executive sessions. Only coun-

cilors and officers may speak to

agenda items, except by invitation

of the chair. Because of space and

seating limitations, you will need

to notify the Executive Director

prior to the meeting if you plan to

attend.

The next meeting of the Coun-

cil will be at 1 p.m., Saturday,

October 26, and at 1 p.m., Tuesday,

October 29, at the GSA Annual

Meeting in Denver.
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Geology and Public Policy 

Committee Activities and Goals
Lou Gilpin, Chair, Geology and Public Policy
Committee, lgilpin@gilpingeosciences.com

“In order to secure adequate funding
for geological research and credibility
and respect for our profession, we
must learn to promote the value of 
our work.”
—Rachel Sours-Page, 2000–2001 GSA–U.S.
Geological Survey Congressional Science
Fellow (GSA Today, January 2002).

This succinct and insightful quote from a
former congressional fellow provides an ap-
propriate mission statement for the Geology
and Public Policy (G&PP) Committee.

Our profession is diverse, yet it impacts
people in their daily lives in many ways—
from a child’s education of natural pro-
cesses and the availability of clean water to
preparation for natural hazards that may
affect safety and livelihood of entire com-
munities. GSA members contribute in all
the fields of geology that ultimately benefit
communities. My background is in applied
engineering geology. I have experienced
the responses from local officials and busi-
ness people that view geological informa-
tion as a research tool that adds color to
the local natural history. Furthermore, they
perceive this information to have little im-
pact on planning and development guide-
lines that serve to protect human lives,
property, and the environment.

The geological community can learn
from our more service-oriented geotechni-
cal and civil engineering partners who are
continually reminding individuals, commu-
nities, and government agencies of the
need to maintain and upgrade our infras-
tructure. For example, the American
Society of Civil Engineers 2001 Report
Card for America’s Infrastructure is pro-
vided to Congress on an annual basis. The
2001 Report Card gave an overall grade of
D+ to the nation’s infrastructure.

What would a Report Card of Natural
Hazard Preparedness look like? GSA mem-
bers as a group are certainly capable of
producing such an assessment. The public
perception of the need for the geological
sciences is not as accurate as their percep-
tion of the need for engineering. Engineers
design buildings and roads and build
bridges; it is up to us to point out our con-

tributions to the identification and manage-
ment of natural hazards. Geologists regu-
larly develop groundwater and mineral re-
sources, assess vulnerability of structures
and property to geologic hazards, and
judge the appropriate scale of community
development in areas subject to natural
hazards. In addition, geologists have a spe-
cial responsibility in the field of education
to ensure dissemination of accurate and
appropriate earth science information to
students, communities, and policy makers.

As the new chair of the committee on
which I have served since 1999, I hope to
continue the numerous relationships and
new projects that my predecessors (most
recently, Geoff Feiss) have fostered. Such
projects include:
• Actively servicing a G&PP list server

with congressional updates and an-
nouncements of policy decisions that
affect the earth sciences community. 

• Funding for a Public Policy Speakers
Tour new in 2002–2003. This tour will
provide a venue for public policy top-
ics to be presented at Section meetings
and at local universities. Information
will be forthcoming in GSA Today.

• Developing several position statements
(Need for Geological Mapping and
Natural Hazards Assessment) that we
plan to complete and publish in GSA
Today for your comments.

We continue the Congressional Science
Fellow program, in partnership with the
USGS, with a new appointee for
2002–2003, Raphael Sagarin, who has been
active in climatic and biological systems re-
search on the West Coast. (See page 25 for
more information on Sagarin.) This pro-
gram has provided an extraordinary team
of geologists who now have advanced
their careers, and our profession, in the
public light since their involvement in the
program. My interaction with these excep-
tional individuals over the past three years
has certainly been one of the highlights of
serving on the G&PP committee.

Most of all I look forward to discussing
the policy issues with you, the member-
ship, and to working with the committee
and GSA to “market” the great value that
geologists provide to communities across
the nation and the world today.


