
Hi Everyone! 
Given the early dates for the Geological 
Society of America (GSA) annual meeting I 
wanted to let everyone know about upcom-
ing events at GSA related to something near 
and dear to me. Of course, you should also 
plan to come to the GSA annual meeting in 

Denver in late September. 
  
1. There is a session entitled: "T225. Tecton-
ics of North American Cordillera and the 
Alps: Celebrating the Telling-It-Like-It-Is Sci-
entific Career of Tim Wawrzyniec."  It is 
Wednesday afternoon.  This session is co-
sponsored with the structural geology and 
tectonics division. Please consider attending 
this session. And, in the spirit of Tim's scien-
tific career, feel free to tip any sacred cows 
you want to. 
 
2. Following that session, on Wednesday 

night, we will have a "Friends of Tim" party.  It 
might be a barbecue in a local park.  We will 
likely default to a brew pub.  More details will 
follow, but do plan on staying through 
Wednesday night. 
 
3.  We are currently planning a 1-2 day field 

trip to go to places Tim loved, on Thursday and 
Friday of GSA week. Please let me know if 
you are interested in this (and the likelihood 
that you'd go), so that I can get an approxi-
mate head count. 
 
4. There are two additional grants in honor of 
Tim Wawrzyniec. One is funded out of the 
Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory (RMBL) 
and one out the GSA Foundation in future 
years. Please e-mail me for more information 
on how to apply for scholarship opportunities. 
amy@rmbl.org 
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Boy do we give out a lot of student grants! 
Not many people seem to know about them 
so I would like to take this opportunity to list 
them all. 
 
1. The Rocky Mountain (RM) Section awards 
research grants for UNDERGRADUATE stu-
dents in support of research located in the RM 
Region. The student must be a member in 
good standing of GSA and the RM Section. 
Applications are due 1 March 2017 at mid-

night, Mountain Time. The award is open to 
undergraduate Earth Science students who 
are currently enrolled in a B.S. or B.A. degree 
program. The proposal should be submitted 
as a complete packet, including the cover 
page and all other components. The funds 
that are available for request may be up to 
$750 (US). Each student who receives an 
award is expected to submit a final report. 
The final report will be a maximum of 500 
words and should explain how the RMS-GSA 
funds were used to successfully conduct the 
project. 

2. The GSA Foundation awards $4,500 to 

each of the six GSA sections. The money, when 

combined with equal funds from the sections, is 

used to assist both undergraduate and gradu-

ate student members of GSA to attend the 

section and annual meetings. To apply for a 

travel grant you must be registered for the 

meeting before you can apply for a grant, 

complete the online Travel Grant Application 

Form, and present. Priority is given to those 

whose membership affiliation is with the RM 

Section and to those enrolled in an institution 

within the RM Section (boundaries noted next 

page). You must check in at the registration 

desk to show ID. Checks will not be mailed to 

you (after the meeting) if you did not check in 

during the meeting. Further details at website. 

 

3. Applications for the Geosciences Congres-

sional Visits Day (in September) are adver-

tised sometime in April and applications close 

around July 1.  See page 3 for further details! 

A message from our Rocky Mountain GSA Past-Chair 

Quick Facts: 
Our section includes 

3,788 voting 
members. 

 
The Rocky Mountain 
Section of GSA was 

established on 
April 26, 1947. 

 
We gave 17 

awards last year to 
students for 
$15,975 
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# of members of the RM section GSA 
from Dec. 1995 to Dec. 2015

I will continue attending 

GSA meetings for years to 

come. Sincerely, Adam Par-

ker, Fort Lewis College, 

Durango, CO. 

In memoriam 

Paul Heller passed away 

earlier this month. See 

http://www.uwyo.edu/

geolgeophys/ 

There is going to be a me-

morial service at GSA: Mon-

day Sept. 26, 7-9:30 pm, 

at the Magnolia Hotel (3 

blocks north of the Colora-

do Convention Center). 

See any mistakes? Wish to 

have news put into the next 

newsletter (December edi-

tion)? Please e-mail the edi-

tor: smahan@usgs.gov 

The $390 grant supplied by 

the Rocky Mountain Section of 

the Geological Society of 

America Student Travel Grant 

was successfully used to allow 

me to travel the Moscow, Ida-

ho to present his research. The 

funds of this grant covered 

the cost of airfare from Den-

ver, Colorado to Moscow, 

Idaho, it also covered cost of 

gas to drive from Durango, 

Colorado to Denver, Colora-

do and additionally the funds 

help cover some of the cost 

for food while attending the 

conference. Without the finan-

cial assistance from this grant, 

travel to this event would 

have not have been possible. 

Presenting my research at this 

sectional meeting was an in-

credible experience.  

workshops, and technical 

programs, as well as make 

future geologically-related 

connections for both em-

ployment and graduate 

school opportunities. Addi-

tionally, by attending the 

RMS-GSA 2016 event, I am 

further inspired to attend 

future GSA events, and am 

currently making plans for 

attendance to the next na-

tional GSA-Denver. I sin-

cerely thank all of those 

involved who have contribut-

ed support to awarding 

myself travel-research grant 

funds to present at RMS-

GSA, for which without these 

funds, my attendance would 

not have been possible. 

Sincerely, Richard Reid 

Trippe, Fort Lewis College, 

Durango, Colorado. 

2016 RMS-GSA Idaho Travel 

Grant Award Final Report  

To Whom It May Concern, 

This report outlines how travel

-research grant funding from 

RMS-GSA Idaho 2016 was 

used for presenting my re-

search poster: Kinematic 

Compatibility Analysis of the 

Ouray Fault, Southwestern 

Colorado, and sincerely 

thanks the RMS-GSA team for 

acceptance of my grant pro-

posal. Of the $390 awarded 

by RMS-GSA, these funds 

were used accordingly: round

-trip airfare from Denver, CO 

to Pullman, WA, round-trip 

fuel charges from Durango, 

CO to Denver, CO, and food. 

The funds awarded allowed 

me to present my research, 

attend student presentations, 

The Wave by Bob Wick, download public access: 

Dept. of Interior top 50 Instagram photos (#18) 

Mesa Arch Sunrise by Simon Dumont, 
download public access: Dept. of Interior 

top 50 Instagram photos (#6) 

Visit our website for more information or to see archived newsletters: 

http://www.geosociety.org/sections/rm/ 

Our section includes: In the United States, that part of Arizona north of 
lat 35°N, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Utah, Wyoming; in Canada, the Provinces of Alberta and Sas-

katchewan; and in Mexico, the state of Chihuahua. 



The Rocky Mountain Section Travel Grant Awardees (to attend the May 18-19, 2016 section meeting in Moscow Idaho) 

and the representative to the Geosciences Congressional Visits Day. Congratulations to all!  

Rachel Darata, Ryan Furlong, and Jaime Vincent from Westminster College, UT (Salt Lake City) presented their research 
focused on the timing of different eruptions in the Yellowstone Volcanic Field using argon/argon geochronology.  They were 

escorted by Dr. Tiffany Rivera, Assistant Professor of Geology at Westminster. 

Amanda Laib from Boise State University presented her poster on the Rattlesnake Tuff magma systems. Amanda is an M.S. 

candidate at the Boise Isotope Geology Lab and her advisor is Dr. Mark Schmitz. 

William Lochridge and Allison Trcka from Idaho State University (Pocatello) traveled to the meeting in Moscow, ID to pre-
sent their research on the Blackfoot Volcanic field (ID) and a tephra fall deposit in Kings Bowl (ID). They were advised by Dr. 

Michael McCurry and Dr. Shannon Kobs Nawotniak. 

Emily White from Sonoma State University, CA gave a presentation on heavy mineral analysis of Eocene sediments of the 
North American Cordilleran Plateau. Her research is with Dr. Owen Afinson (Sonoma State) and Dr. Elizabeth Cassel 

(University of Idaho). 

Joshua Mudge, Adam Parker, and Richard Trippe from Fort Lewis College (Durango CO). Their research focused on the 
Telluride Conglomerate, controls on sand depositional porosity, and analysis of the Ouray Fault. They were escorted by Dr. 

David Gonzalez, Professor of Geology at Fort Lewis. 

The RMS Management Board provided travel support for a graduate student to attend the Geoscience Congressional Visits 
Day on September 29-30, 2015 and for September 13-14, 2016. Funds for this support were made available from the 
RMS Endowment in the GSA Foundation. Applications were solicited and reviewed by a subset of the management board 
before a selection was made. The 2015 RMS student participant was Marisa Repasch from the University of New Mexico. 
Thom Luckie, also from the University of New Mexico, is our winner for the Rocky Mountain Section Geosciences Con-
gressional Visits Day! Thom will be using a $1,500 scholarship to attend the September 2016 event. The workshop be-
gins at noon on Tuesday, September 13 at AGU's headquarters near Dupont Circle, and visits occur from approximately 9-5 

on Wednesday on Capitol Hill.  

Your name belongs here in 2017! 
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Awardees for the 2016 Undergraduate Student Grants. Congratulations to All! 

The RMS Management Board continued to support the Undergraduate Research Grant Program during FY 2016.  Funds 
for these grants were made available from the RMS Endowment in the GSA Foundation.  A review committee, headed by 
Vice Chair Ranie Lynds, evaluated the proposals. Six students received grants of approximately $750 each (from 14 ap-

plications). 

Eirik Hunter Anderson, Rocky Mountain College (Billings MT): Structure, petrology and age of mafic Leopard Dikes in the 
Beartooth Range, Montana 
Samuel Callis, University of Utah: Reconciling emplacement of the Little Cottonwood Stock with its contact metamorphism, 
Wasatch Mountains, Utah, USA 
Adam Chumley, University of Northern Colorado: Geochemistry of the Big Thompson Canyon Proterozoic igneous rocks: 

implications for tectonic activity and crustal growth between 1.8 and 1.4 Ga 

Todd Emmenegger, University of Georgia: Climate change in Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado: a chironomid-
based reconstruction of late Quaternary thermal conditions 
Joel Spansel, Louisiana State University: U-Pb geochronology of detrital zircon of a single stratigraphic unit in the Saw-
tooth Metamorphic Complex, Idaho: constraints on age and provenance 
Eric Stauffer, University of Idaho: Volcanic glass as a meteoric water proxy: determining hydrogen isotope fractionation 

from the Mazama Ash in western North America 

Your name and scientific endeavors belong here in 2017! 

At the end of the 2016 fiscal year (6/30/2016), the RMS had $91,430 in 
unrestricted net assets. The RMS’s Endowment Fund balance, as of 4/30/16, 

was $178,521. 



SAVE THIS MEETING DATE:  June 9 and 10, 2017 

Calgary, Alberta, Canada     SEE YOU THERE!! 

Future Rocky Mountain 

Meetings Schedule: 

 

9-10 June 2017 

Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada 

Call for proposals 

July 2016 

 

2018 

Joint with Cordilleran 

Section 

Flagstaff, Arizona 

 

2019  

Joint with South-Central 
and North-Central 

Sections 

Manhattan, KS 

 

2020 

Your ideas? 

 

GSA Section meetings are 
excellent venues for 

interdisciplinary science. 
They are an important hub 

for discussing and presenting 
current research and for 

networking with 
professionals and students. 
They provide an excellent 
opportunity for students to 
attend and participate in 

technical sessions, field trips, 
and short courses close to 

their schools. 

The health of the Sections 
depends on many willing 

hands. GSA Headquarters 
now offers significant 

assistance with the logistical 
responsibilities for Section 

meetings, so chairs are able 
to spend more time 

developing the scientific 

program. 

 

If you would like to bring a 
GSA Section meeting to your 

location, please  take a 
moment to contact the Rocky 
Mountain Section Secretary 
(Kevin Mahan, CU Boulder) 
to discuss what hosting a 

meeting entails 

Do you  h ave  a  bu rn in g  que s t io n  a bo ut  g ra n ts ,  me e t in g s ,  ne ws le t te r ,  o r  ( r ea l l y? )  by - l a ws?  Ge t  

i nvo lve d  a nd  sen d  a n  e -ma i l  to  Kev in  Ma han ,  Se c t ion  se c re ta ry :  ma han k@ co lo rad o .e du  


