
 

 

48th Annual North-Central Section Meeting 

Minutes of the Management Board Meeting 

April 24, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 a.m. on April 24, 2014 in Yankee Hill 2 at the Cornhusker Marriott 

Hotel in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

 

1. Thirteen people were present in the room and introduced themselves. They were Matt Joeckel (Chair of the 

2014 Lincoln meeting); Jean Bahr (Chair of the upcoming 49
th
 Annual Meeting in Madison, Wisconsin in 

2015 and incoming Section Chair), Steve Brown, (Chair of the 50
th
 Annual Meeting in Champaign, Illinois 

in 2016); Jack Hess (GSA Executive Director); Suzanne Kay (GSA President); Chris Tallackson (GSA 

Foundation Director of Development); Bill Simpkins (GSA Councilor); Beth Johnson (University of 

Wisconsin - Fox Valley); Mike Wolf (Central NAGT treasurer and Augustana College); Jeff Strasser 

(NAGT and Augustana College); Bob Diffendal (past North-Central Section executive secretary – 1997-

2005); Joe Hannibal (past North-Central Section executive secretary – 2005-2013); and Nancy Williams 

(North-Central Section executive secretary). 

Four people were present on speaker phone: Mike Phillips (Management Board member, 2013-2016 and 

past North-Central Representative, Committee on Geology and Public Policy); Kirsten Nicholson 

(Management Board member, 2011-2014); Duane Hampton (Vice-Chair of 2013 Kalamazoo meeting); and 

Ben Datillo  (Candidate for Management Board position, 2014-2017). 

 

2. The agenda was adopted. 

 

3. Minutes of the Management Board Meeting at the 47th Annual Meeting of the North-Central Section on 

May 2, 2013 were approved. 

 

4. Reports were made by the secretary. Nancy Williams distributed financial reports that showed that the 

Section had a total of $127,446.25 in its operating account at the end of March, 2014 (including $32,619 in 

deferred meeting revenue). [Deferred meeting revenue consisted of funds related to the Section meeting.] 

The Financial Activity Summary for the North Central Section Endowment in the GSA Foundation was also 

distributed. Funds in the endowment at the end of March, 2014 were $233,117, up from $184,688 at the 

beginning of the fiscal year. The 2013 Annual Report of the Section to the GSA Council was distributed and 

it was noted that both the Annual Reports to Council and the Minutes of the Meeting were posted on the 

North-Central Section website which is a part of the Geological Society of America site. 

 

5. Matt Joeckel reported on preliminary statistics (with about 344 registrants as of this morning) and fiscal 

outlook (good) for the Lincoln meeting. 245 papers and posters are being presented in 29 sessions (21 oral 

and 8 poster sessions).  [Note: Final registration was 402 registrants excluding exhibitors, and net revenue 

was $15,885. The hotel numbers came in as needed – 277 room nights minimum were contracted at the 

Cornhusker, and 281 were booked.] 

 

6. The North-Central GSA Meeting Planning and Technical Program Advisory Board Meeting and Campus 

Representatives recognition breakfast to be held on Friday in this same room was noted and all were invited. 

 

7.   The consent agenda was adopted by unanimous vote. In it:  

A. Up to $ 2,000 was allocated for student paper awards for the 2015 meeting in Madison.  

B. Up to a total of $6,000 of Section funds (not counting GSA Foundation matching funds) was 

approved for student travel to the fiscal year 2014–2015 North-Central Section and/or GSA 

Annual Meetings.  

C. Up to $2,100 was allocated for Undergraduate Student Research Grants to be awarded in spring 

of 2015. 



  Total approved is $10,100. The funding source for A. and C. (up to $4100) will be the Section 

Endowment held by the GSA Foundation, and the funding for B. (up to $6000) will be Section 

operating funds.   

D. Up to $20,000 was allocated as a transfer to the North-Central Section endowment fund, 

depending on availability of funds and the outlook for the stock market.  

[The items on the consent agenda were voted on and approved by voice vote of the membership of the 

Section at the Business meeting of the Section on the evening of April 24, 2014.] 

 

8. Paul Doss, North-Central Section representative  to the GSA Geology and Public Policy Committee 

provided a report via email in February: 

“As a little background, I served on the GSA Geology and Public Policy committee previously in the mid-

late 1990's, finishing my term as the Committee Chair and Past Chair around 1998.  I did attend the 

committee meeting in Denver in 2013.  We acted on a Hydraulic Fracturing "Critical Issue Paper" that 

included final editing and committee approval; it is now posted on GSA's website.  We also approved a final 

"Coastal Hazards' Position Paper. We are gearing up for our spring committee meeting in Washington, DC 

in a few weeks.  I did not have the opportunity to attend the 2013 North-Central meeting in Kalamazoo, nor 

will I make this year’s meeting because the dates fall in our final exam periods at University of Southern 

Indiana.” 

 

9. Jack Hess, GSA Executive Director, and Suzanne Kay, GSA President, discussed GSA matters.  

 An initiative coming before the Council this spring is the formation of a Student Advisory Council. The 

idea is that sections and divisions would nominate a student by a means devised by the management 

board of each. Whether the student is an undergrad or graduate student would also be up to the section. 

The students would then communicate among themselves to select a representative to attend GSA 

Council meetings; that student would receive funding to attend the spring Council meeting.  

Board members weighed the cost of the program, and asked whether another initiative would be 

sunseted to make room for this one; but the cost of this to the Section should be minimal, depending on 

whether the Section provided any funding to its student to attend the annual meeting. The Section could 

choose a student who is already going to receive a travel grant to attend the Annual Meeting. That 

student could also serve on the Section management board and apply for a travel grant to attend the 

Section meeting. The benefits are that students have great ideas and are the future of the Society and the 

Section. Council will vote this weekend. 

 Jack also stressed the Society’s desire to have students serve on committees such as the Annual Program 

Committee and the Membership Committee. 

 GSA hired a staff person, Tahlia Bear, to work with the new On To the Future program that Chris 

Tallackson will talk about more. She has been holding student career and feedback sessions at the 

section meetings – the career sessions relatively well attended; the feedback sessions variably attended 

[one student attended at this meeting.] 

  

10. Chris Tallackson, Director of Development for the GSA Foundation spoke on several topics. 

 He noted that there is a new draft policy on GSA Foundation services to Sections, Divisions, and Associated 

Societies that is available for review. Services are available in three areas – fiduciary management and 

recordkeeping, stewardship of donor funding, and consultation on fundraising and sponsorships.  

 Current financial support of Sections by GSA Foundation includes grants up to $4500 for travel grants 

matching at a 1:2 ratio, and up to $5000 for student presentation awards and research grants. 

 The GSAF started a new program in 2013 called On To the Future (OTF) that supports underrepresented 

undergrad and graduate students with partial funding to attend the GSA Annual Meeting. It was well funded 

through a three-year pledge from a GSA member and support from some sections for a total of $57K to be 

used the first year. Approximately 120 students received the funding in 2013, including 15 from the North-

Central Section. Applications are open for the 2014 meeting, and 240 applications have been started with 70 

completed as of this date; the deadline has been extended to the end of May.  



The Board discussed whether to fund the program, noting that it does not benefit the Section or Section 

meetings directly but could benefit a student or students from the Section.  It was also noted that if the 

Section voted to fund the program, half of the funding could come from the endowment as it would be 

funding a student program. The standing request to meeting chairs is to generate $10,000 to return to the 

Section to fund the approved student grants and awards; perhaps that amount should be increased to cover 

the amount funded to OTF. 

It was moved and seconded 1) to contribute $1000 to OTF from Section operating funds and/or 

Section endowment (at secretary’s discretion) and 2) to increase the Meeting Chair’s responsibility to 

generate net revenue to return to the Section operating account to $11,000. The motion passed. [This 

item was voted on and approved by voice vote of the membership of the Section at the Business 

meeting of the Section on the evening of April 24, 2014.] 

 

 The Foundation requested approval of the North-Central Section Fund Management Agreement that was 

supplied in the meeting packet. The Board suggested that the agreement be signed by the secretary rather 

than Chair, and the Foundation agreed to the change.  

It was moved and seconded that the North-Central Section Fund Management Agreement be 

accepted as revised, and the motion passed. 

 

11. The All Member Section business meeting will be this evening at approximately 6:30 to 6:45 pm in 

Hawthorne immediately before the Keynote address. Members will vote on decisions presented by the 

Management Board, have a moment of silence for members of the Section who passed this year, and Matt 

Joeckel (Lincoln) and Jean Bahr (Madison 2015) will speak.  

 

12. Ben Datillo, Indiana University - Purdue University Fort Wayne, was approved for a 2014–2017 term 

as a Member-at-Large on the Management Board. [This item was voted on and approved by voice 

vote of the membership of the Section at the Business meeting of the Section on the evening of April 

24, 2014.] 

 

13. Reminders to Future Meeting Planners 

a. Plan to attend the Section Seminar Training at GSA HQ two years before your meeting if possible; one 

year out otherwise. 

b. Study the online Section Manual – it contains a wealth of information and history, including the General 

Trade agreement between the Section and GSA, which specifies the number of hotel rooms, exhibit 

booths, and comp registrations to be provided by the Section meeting to GSA staff/VIP’s. It also has 

detailed information about creating meetings budgets, running field trips, etc., as well as surveys 

completed by past meeting attendees. 

c. Speaking of budgets, the North-Central Section now requests that each meeting add at least $11,000 to 

the Section operating fund in order to recoup the amount given out in travel and research grants, and 

paper awards each year. 

d. It is highly recommended that the local committee utilize the registration services offered by GSA 

meetings staff and the field trip guide publishing services offered by publications staff. 

e. ‘Traveling’ poster boards are available. They are currently in Kalamazoo. 

f. Exhaustive, persistent, and tenacious planning is necessary to put together a program that will draw 

attendees. Start early and involve as many facets of GSA membership as possible as well as partnering 

organizations to develop a deep, diverse program. Also plan to tie a technical session to each field trip. 

 



14. Reminders to Future and Current Meeting Planners 

a. The Section Secretary needs meeting statistics from GSA headquarters and the Local Committee after 

the meeting. This includes the budget balance sheet and the list of student paper awards.  

b. Other reports on the meeting and its components should be compiled and submitted to the secretary by 

the local committee as soon as possible. These can be informal notes on what worked/what didn’t, 

spread sheets, etc.; anything to help future planners not have to recreate the process. 

 

15.  Other Business 

a. Future meetings are scheduled and contracted through 2017 (joint with Northeastern Section in 

Pittsburgh). The Secretary will look into locations, possibly joint, beyond 2017.  

b. Joe Hannibal brought up the lack of applications for the Undergraduate Research Grants – there were 

only four applications in 2014 for a total of $940 of a potential $2100 (can award up to seven grants at 

$300 each). He and Secretary Williams had decided to move the deadline to February 1
st
 to match the 

GSA Graduate Student Research Grants, and the Board discussion suggested that deadline might be too 

early in an undergrad’s academic year to have a project planned. It was decided to move the deadline 

back to March 15
th

 and use the network of Campus Reps to market the grants.  

16. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 a.m. 

 

Draft minutes compiled September 14, 2014  

 

Nancy S. Williams 

Executive Secretary, North-Central Section  

Geological Society of America  


