
42nd Annual North-Central Section Meeting, Evansville, Indiana 
Minutes of the Management Board Meeting 
April 24, 2008 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. on 24 April, 2008 at the Casino Aztar in 
Evansville, Indiana. 
 
1. Sixteen  people were present and introduced themselves. They were Paul Doss 

(outgoing North-Central Chair), Gene Perry (incoming North-Central Chair), Melissa 
Lenczewski (incoming North-Central Vice Chair), L. Lynn Chyi (Management Board 
Member and undergraduate research-grant reviewer), John Szabo (North-Central 
Section Travel Grant Coordinator, and a past North-Central Chair), Tom Plymate 
(invited guest), Nancy Williams (invited guest), Greg Ludvigson (a former North-
Central Chair), Danita Brandt (Management Board Member), Mohammad Iqbal 
(Management Board Member), Jack Hess (GSA HQ), Jack Sharp (GSA president), 
Dave Stephenson (GSA Foundation), Dick Berg (Geology & Public Policy 
representative), Chuck Ciampaglio (invited guest), and Joe Hannibal (executive 
secretary).  

 
2. The agenda was adopted. 
 
3. Minutes of the Management Board Meeting at the 41st Annual Meeting on 12 April 

2007 were approved. 
 
4. Reports were made by the secretary. Joe Hannibal distributed financial reports that 

showed that the Section had a total of $ 105,419 in unrestricted account at the end of 
September 2007 and $ 106,810 the end of December, 2007. He noted that this was 
due in great part to the fiscal prudence of the organizers of the Lawrence meeting and 
the fiscal success of other recent meetings. Highlights of the Annual Report of the 
Section to the GSA Council were discussed.  

 
5. Paul Doss reported on preliminary statistics and fiscal outlook for the 2007 meeting 

in Evansville. Registration was 530 on the evening of 23 April. (Note: the final 
registration was 578). 

 
6.  Affiliates were acknowledged. 
 
7. The Ad Hoc Committee on technical sessions was discussed. 
 
8. The consent agenda was adopted. In it: Up to $ 2,000 was allocated for student paper 

awards for the 2009 meeting. Up to $ 6,000 of Section funds (not counting GSA 
Foundation matching fund) was approved for student travel to North-Central Section 
meetings or GSA Annual meetings. And a maximum of $ 2,100 was allocated for 
Undergraduate Student Grants. This is a total of $ 10,100. Also, up to $ 20,000 was 
allocated as a donation to the North-Central Section endowment fund if funds were 
available.  

 
9.  Dick Berg gave a Geology and Public Policy report. 



 
10. Reminders were given to future meeting planners about the General Trade Agreement 

between North-Central Section and GSA. 
a. The agreement provides two comp registrations for GSA officials, two exhibit 

booths for the GSA Bookstore, three nights lodging for the bookstore person, plus 
lodging for a GSA official.  

b. It was noted that if GSA Headquarters is the registration agent (the normal 
situation) for a Section meeting that attention be paid to the contract regarding the 
need to reserve a room for the GSA staff member who does on-site registration. 

 
11. Other Business 

a. The section secretary requested that he be given meeting statistics including a 
balance sheet and a list of student paper awards after the meeting. 

b. The secretary requested that reports on the meeting and its components be 
compiled by the local committee as soon as possible, suggesting that they be 
patterned after the reports done for the 2006 Akron meeting. Such reports are 
intended to pass on information on how things are done to the organizers of the 
next meeting.  

c. Storage of the Section poster boards was discussed. 
d. Planning was discussed. It was noted that people will not come to a meeting 

simply because there is one. The secretary noted that the program organizers need 
to contact and confirm participation of as many professionals and students as 
possible well before the meeting to make it a success, particularly by recruiting 
organizers for good number of technical sessions and invited symposiums well 
before the meeting   

e. The perennial need for Section archives was noted. 
f. The upcoming Rockford, Illinois meeting, at a Northern Illinois University 

facility in Rockford, was discussed. It was noted that the Burpee Museum would 
be involved with the meeting. 

g. The 2010 joint meeting of the North-Central and South-Central Sections of GSA 
in the Branson, Missouri, area was discussed.  

h. The 2011 joint Northeastern/North-Central section meeting in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, was discussed. 

i. Chuck Ciampaglio discussed having the 2012 meeting in Dayton.  
 
12. Jack Hess and Jack Sharp discussed various GSA concerns. These included the                                          

upcoming International Year of the Planet Earth (Jack Hess), the opportunity that 
Section meetings have for local groups and for students (Jack Sharp). 

 
13. Dave Stephenson of the GSA Foundation discussed the availability of $ 5000 in 

matching funds for donations to the foundation and the availability of $ 4500 in 
matching funds for student travel. (The section takes advantage of both of these 
matching funds opportunities.)   

 
14. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 a.m. 
 
Draft minutes compiled on March 31, 2008; approved April 2, 2009  
Joseph Hannibal 



Executive Secretary 


